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ground at a moderate distance; the number of those still
upright was, to speak by memory, eight or nine. Two, at about
ten or twelve feet apart one from the other, and resembling
huge gate-posts, yet bore their horizontal lintel, a long block
laid across them; a few were deprived of their upper traverse,
the rest supported each its head-piece in defiance of time and
of the more destructive efforts of man. So nicely balanced did
one of these cross-bars appear, that in hope it might prove a
rocking-stone, I guided my camel right under it, and then
stretching up my riding-stick at arm's-length could just manage
to touch and push it, but it did not stir. Meanwhile the
respective heights of camel, rider, and stick taken together
would place the stpne in question full fifteen feet from the
ground.

These blocks seem, by their quality, to have been hewn
from the neighbouring limestone cliff, and roughly shaped, but
present no further trace of art, no groove or cavity of sacrificial
import, much less anything intended for figure or ornament.
The people of the country attribute their erection to Darim,
and by his own hands, too, seeing that he was a giant ; perhaps,
also, for some magical ceremony, since he was a magician.
Pointing towards Rass, our companions affirmed that a second
and similar stone circle, also of gigantic dimensions, existed
there; and, lastly, they mentioned a third towards the south-
west, that is, on the confines of IJejaz.

That the object of these strange constructions was in some
measure religious, seems to me hardly doubtful; and if the
learned conjectures that would discover a planetary symbolism in
Stonehenge and Carnac have any real foundation, this Arabian
monument, erected in a land where the heavenly bodies are
known to have been once venerated by the inhabitants, may
make a like claim; in fact, there is little difference between
the stone-wonder of KLaseem and that of Wiltshire, except that
the one is in Arabia, the other, though the more perfect, in
England.

It was now the hour of highest noon. Our band halted in
the shade of these huge pillars to rest after the fatigue of a long
march, and tell mythic fables of Darim and his achievements,
while Foleyh graciously, invited the whole party, great and
small, to supper at his dwelling in the neighbouring town of